Briztol/Morfolk Farm Service Agency
14 Dcan Street, Suim 204

Teunton, Massachusetts 02780
Emml: julie viveiros@ima usda. gov
FARM SERVICE AGENLY Voice: (508) BRO-0185
Fox: [B55) 5396-76T0

Jure 6, 2017
Dear Sir or Madam,

FSA is conducting its annual County Committee election. The nomination penod for these
elections opened on June 15, 2017 and runs through August 1, 2017. The Local Administrative.
Areas holding elections this year and the towns they are comprised of are as follows:

Local Administrative Area 3: Acushnet, Berkley, Dartmouth, Fairhaven, Freetown, New
Bedford, Raynham, and Taunton

Local Administrative Area 5: Avon, Boston, Braintree, Brookline, Canton, Chelsea, Cohasset,
Dedham, Holbrook, Milton, Quincy. Randolph, Revere, Sharon, Stoughton, Weymouth and
Winthrop.

It would be greatly appreciated if you could post the enclosed facisheets and nomination petition
where it can be viewed by the general public, or share it with people who may be interested.
Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

NV AN

Julie A. Viveiros
County Executive Director
Bristol/Norfolk/Suffolk County FSA
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FACT SHEET
FSA 2017 County Committee Election

May 2017

UNIFORM GUIDELINES

USDA issued uniform guidelines for county
committee elections 1o help ensure that FSA county
committees fairly represent the agricultural producers
of a county or multi-county jurisdiction, especially
underserved (minority and women) producers,
Targeted underserved producers are African-
Americans, American Indians or Alaska Natives,
Hispanics, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians

or other Pacific Islanders. Tn addition to minority
and women producers, USDA strongly encourages
beginning farmers to actively seek a position on 2
county committee. The guidelines govem the FSA
county committes election process and are designed
to increase participation of underserved (minorities
and women),

The following are just some of the specifics of the
guidelines:

»  [fno valid nominations are filed, the Secretary of
Agriculture may nominate up to two individuals
to be placed on the ballot.

+  FSA county committees annually review local
administrative area boundaries to ensure the fair
representation of minority and women producers
in their county or multi-county jurisdictions.

«  FSA county offices locate and recruit eligible
candidates identified as minority and women
farmers and ranchers as potential nominees
for the FSA county commitiee elections
through outrsach and publicity, including the
development of partnerships with community-

The guidelines are located at FSA County Commitiee
Elections page al www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

APPOINTED VOTING MEMBERS

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 provides the Secretary of Agriculture with the
authority to appoint targeted underserved committee
members with voting privileges to serve on FSA
county committees in county or multi-county
jurisdictions that lack fair representation from those
aroups, The Secretarial appointees do not replace
elected members, but join them as voling members
on the committee. Individuals serving as non-

voting minority advisors are encouraged to submit a
nomination form, These forms are also accepted from
community-based organizations representing targeted
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underserved producers. Targeted underserved voting
members are appointed by the Secretary from the
nominations received.

ROLE OF ADVISORS

In addition to elected or appointed members, FSA
county committees may also include non-voting
minority advisors. Advisors are appointed (o county
committees in counties or multi-county jurisdictions
that have significant numbers of underserved
(minority or women) producers, but lack such
members on FSA county commitizes. Advisors play
an important role by providing diverse viewpaints
and by representing the interests of underserved
(minorities and women) in decisions made by
county committees. FSA state committees officially
appoint advisors who are recommended by county
commiitiess or community-based organizations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

This fact sheet is for informational purposes only;
other restrictions may spply. For program specifics or
additional information about FSA county commitiees,
visit-a local FSA county office or the FSA county
committee website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.
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Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a County Committee Member
2017 County Committee Elections

Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committees
are a critical component of the day-to-day
aperations of FSA and allow grassroots input-and
local administration of federal farm programs.

Farmers and ranchers who are elected to serve on
FSA county committess apply their judgment and
knowledge to help with the decisions necessary

to administer FSA programs m their counties,
ensuring the needs of local producers are met. FSA
county ommitlees operate within official federal
regulations and provide local input on:

* Income safety-net loans and payments,
including setting county average vields for
commmod ites;

Conservation programs:

= Ineentive. indemnity and disaster pavments for
some commodifies;

*  Emergency progooms; and

*  Payment-cligibility.

USEA encourages ail eligibie producers to vole

or hold office as é.{:nunijf committee member,
including beginmng, established, women, African-
Aniericar, Amencan Indian or Alaska Native,
Hispanic, Asian American, Native Hawaiian or
othier Facific Islander producers with small or large
farming and ranching operations, e

VOTER REQUIREMENTS

A person who meets the requirements in No: 1 or
No, 2 below, as well as No, 3 (below), is eligible ta
vote in the:2017 county committee elections:

|. Be of legal voting age and have an interest |
in:a farm or ranch-as either:

»  An ndividual who meets one or more of the
following: :
o Iseligible t6 vote in one’s own right.
o Isapartmer of a general partnership.
o Isamember ofa j:_}'mt Venture,

* An authorized répresentative of a legal entity,
such as:

0 A corporation, estate. trust, limited
partnership or other business enterprise,
excluding general partnerships and joint
ventures,

o Astate; political subdivision of a state or
any state agency.

Only the designated representative
may cost a vole for the entin:

OR

[

Not of legal voting age; but supervises and
conducts the farming operations of an entire
farm.

AND

3. Participates or cooperates in any LIS,
Depariment of Agricolture (T7SDA) Farm
service Agency (FSA) program that is provided
lor by Jaw,

DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED

LISDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and aetivities on the basis of race, color, national
origin;-age, disability, and where applicable sex,
marital stafus, familial status, parental status,
rehigion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs; reprisal or becauss-all or part of
anindividual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program,

INTERPRETATION OF VOTING
ELIGIBILITY FOR SPOUSES IN
COMMUNITY PROPERTY STATES

in community property states, the spouse of an
eligible voler is also eligibie to vote.

AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBAL LANDS

Members of American Indian tribes holding
agricultural land are eligible to vote inan FSA
county committee election ilthe trbal member
meets the voting requirements. For purposes of

I'fe: have fegal documentalion of ownership or fenancy of a 1 BF fanch, with tha fann ar ranch in-FSA TECOVUS,

Bafa
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County Committee Elections - 2017

OVERVIEW

Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committees are
a critical component of the day-to-day operations

of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Farmers and ranchers who are elecied to serve on
FSA county commitices apply their judgment and
knowledze to help with the decisions necessary to
administer FSA programs in their counties, ensuring
the needs of local producess are met. FSA county
commitiess operate within official federal regulations
and provide local input on:

«  Income safety-net loans and payments, including
setting county average yields for commodities;
Conservation programs;

« Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for
some commodities;

»  Emergency programs; and

¢ Payment eligibility.

Every eligible agricultural producer should participate
in FSA county committees elections — whether you
are a beginning or established producer, historically
underserved producer, or whether vou have a large or
small operation - because FSA county committees
are your link with the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

ELECTION PERIOD

June 15, 2017 — The nomination period begins.
Request nomination forms from the local FSA
county office or obtain online at
www.fsa,usda.gov/elections,

Aug. 1, 2017 — Last day 1o file nomination forms at
the local FSA county office.

Nov. 6, 2017 — Ballots mailed to eligible voters.

Dec. 4, 2017 — Last day to return voted ballots to the
FSA county office.

Jan. 1, 2018 - Newly elected county commitice
members take office.

WHO CAN VOTE

Agricultural producers of legal voting age may be
eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate in any
FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting
age, but supervises and conducts the operations of an
entire farm also may be eligible to vote. Members of
American Indian tribes holding agricultural land are
eligible to vote if voting requirements are met. More
information about voting eligibility requirements can
be found in the FSA fact sheet titled “FSA County
Committee Election - Eligibility to Vote and Hold
(ffice as a County Committee Member™ located at
www.sa.usdagovinews-room/connty-commitiee-
elections/index. Producers may contsct their local
FSA county affice for more information. To find your
local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

NOMINATIONS

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate
in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy
for the county commitiee. Individuals may nominate
themselves or others as a candidate. In addition,
organizations representing underserved (minornty
and women) farmers or ranchers may nominate
candidates,

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign
nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a
statement that the nomines agrees to serve if elected,
Nomination forms are filed in the FSA office that
administers a producer’s farm records and is available
at the FSA county office or online at
www.lsa.nsda.gov/elections.

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be
postmarked or received in the local FSA county office
by Aug 1, 2017,

DON'T MISS OUT ON VOTING

Ballots will be mailed to voters by Nov. 6, 2017,
and must be returned to the FSA county office or
postmarked by Dec. 4, 2017. Eligible voters must
contact their local FSA county office before the final
date if they did not receive a ballot.

Fage 1
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FSA county committee elections, every member
of an American Indian tribe 13 considered an
-agricultural landowner if the land on which the
trihal member’s voting eligibility is based is
tribally owned. or held in trust by the United
States for the tribe, even if the mdividual doesnot
personally produce a crop on that land.

VOTING ELIGIBILITY

Local Administrative Areas

A county er-multi-county jurisdiction served by
an FSA county committee 15 divided into three
1011 local administrative areas (LAA), Each
LAA is represented by one member on the FSA
county commiitee. A person may only vote in one
LAA (the LAA in which he or she participates

or cooperates it FSA programs.or programs
admimstered by FSA),

Multiple Farm Interests in Same County or Area
Eligible voters who participate or cooperate in FSA
programs on separale farms i more than one LAA
may only castons ballot: Such voters must choose
only ene LAA i which they wish to cast their
ballors,

Multi-County Jurisdictions

-Ehgl!alc voters with separate farming intercsis

in more than one county or i more than one

FSA county committee jurisdiction (which may
include more than one county) are eligible tovote
in each election conducied for each jurisdiction’s
committee. Voting is limited 10 one LAA in which
farming interests are located per each FSA county
committes jurisdiction. Only one vote may be cast
in each county or multi-county jurisdiction.

ELIGIBILITY TO HOLD OFFICE

To hold office as an FSA county committee
member, a-person must-meeteach of the basie
eligibility requirements described below:

1, Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA,

2, Be eligible to vote in an FSA county commitice
election.

3. Reside in the LAA in which the persan-is-a
candidate. ?
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4. A person must niot have bieen;

= Removed or disqualified from;

o FSA county eommittee membership or
alternate membership, or

o FSA employment. _

Removed for cause from-any public office

or hiive been eonvicted of fraud, larceny,

embezziement or any other felony.

» Dishonorably discharged from any branch of

the armed services.

People uncertain about theireligibility to vote in
the FSA county committes election should cantact
their Tocal FSA office. Affirmation of eligibility
to-vote must be determined-in order fora vote 1o
count in an election.

Puring the election period, individuals not
receiving a ballet i the mail may obeain a ballot
directly from their FSA county office. The ballot
must be cast on or before the election deadline,

FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information about FSA coumty
commitiess, visit www,fsa.usdm.gov/elections or
visita local FSA olfice, To find your local FSA
office. visit http://offices. usda gov,
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This form is availabiz electronically, Form Approved - DMB No. 0560-0225
FSA.ﬁﬂA U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(B3-21-17) Fammn Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

This form allows individuals to nominate themselves or any other person as a candidate. 1f additional forms are needed, this
one may be copied or may be obtained at the County FSA Office or obtained electronicaily at hitp.//www.sc.egov.usda.gov.
Each form submitted must be:

A, Limted to one nominee:

B. Signed and dated by the nominee in Item 3. Nominee must sign if willing to have his/her name placed on'the
ballot and agrees to serve if elected.

Note: Name shown on ballot will appear exactly the same as in Agency records.
C. Delivered to the County FSA Office or postmarked no later than August 1, 2017,
D. ‘Signed and dated as a write-in candidate if elected as 3 member and willing to serve on the COC,

The County FSA Committee is responsible for reviewing each form to determine the eligibility of nominees. A person who is
nominated on this form and is found ineligible will be so notified and have an opportunity to file a challenge.

Persons nominated should actively participate in the operation of a farm or ranch and be well qualified for commitiee work. A
producer is elizible to be a County FSA committee member if the producer resides in the Local Administrative Area (LAA)
which the election is to be held and is eligible to vote.

This is n non-salary public service position. A small stipend is provided to offset expenses.

Federal regulations may prohibit County FSA Committee members from holding certain positions in some farm, commeadity,
and political organizations i such positions pose a conflict of interest with FSA duties. The positions include functions! offices
such as president, vice president. secretary, or treasurer; and positions on boards or executive commitiges, Conflict of interest
restrictions also apply to employees, operators, managers, and majority owners of tobacco warchouses. Questions concerning
eligibility should be directed to the County FSA Office.

The duties of County FSA Committee members mclude:

Administering farm program activities conducted by the County FSA Office,
Informing farmers of the purpose and provisions of the FSA programs.
Keeping the State FSA Committee informed of LAA conditions.

Monitoring changes in farm programs,

Participating in county meetings as necessary.

Performing other duties as assigned by the State FSA Commitee.
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FSA-BE5A U\.5. CEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
HFE21-17) Farm Sanvice Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Print Nomines's Full Nams) TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4, INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED
2, ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 5. COUNTY
6. LAA 7. 5TATE
Massechusetts
3, NCMINEE'S CERTIFICATION: B. NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:
! hereby aproe 1o have my name placed on the balfot, that §will serve i ¥ this nomination iz by other than zelf] the following eligible voter or
elected. and if there in a cordlict o interast, | will resign such position, reprezeniotive of a communily baxed orepnizatipn ereby rominates the
| fore-named person fo be a candidate in the next County FSA Commnitiee
D I B want to witness the setiling of tied votez with anather nomince, election for the county.
f; B4 NOT want o wilazss the xettling of tied votes with another moniree.
3A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B8. BATE EA. SIGNATLIRE OF NOMINATOR 88. PATE
heck here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual iz self nominating, no signature is required).

9, 7O BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requssted by the Federal Government in
order to monitor FSA's compliance with faderal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color,
nafional origin, religion, sex, marital status_ handicapped condition, or age, You are nol required to furnish this infarmation, but are
sncouraged to do so. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.

ETHMICITY RACE (Choose as nany boxes 3¢ anphicabla) GENDER
Hispanic or Latino ‘:’ Amencan Indian of Alasks Natve D Black or Afican-Amencan D Mazls
Mot Hispanic or Lating D Agian |:I Mative Hawsaiisn or Other Paciiic lslender D Female
[] wnne

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM

Complete the form as follows:
ITEM1 Type or Print the nomineg's full namea. The nomines mus! be:

&, Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Commitize election.
8. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C. Willing lo serve if elecied.
ITEM 2 Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM 3 The nomines mus! check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the setiling of tied votes.

ITEMS 3A &3B  The nominze must sign and date.
ITEMS BA&88 The nominator must sign and date.. (if the individual is self nominaling, no signalure is required )

ITEMY9 Completing this ifem is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2017.

NOTE: The fofiowmng stetement &5 mads in sccordance with the Privacy Acl of 7874 (5 USC 3524 - a5 amended). The suthonly for requesiing e iformation idenided oo this
farm i3 7 GFR Part 7 and the Agriculiural Act of 2074 (Pub L 713-7B), The information will be used o obizin nominsas for slechon ¥ fhe County FSA Commidiee. Thé
information collacted on this form may be disclhosed fo other Federsl, Sfafe, Local povernment ageniies, Trbal egencies, and nongovernmental entlies thal have baan
authorzed access io the informetion by statute or reguiaiion andior 83 dasoribed i applicabls Routine Uises mentified in the Sysfem of Reconds Natice for Coundy
Parsonnel Recards, USDAFSAS Providing the nowinss name, adiress, sigrature/iale and neminafor signature/date (when apolicabls) informalion is voduntary, bt
pecessary for rocsssing e faem. Fallure Io kirnish the nomines name. address. sipnafuratiale and nominsior signatufe/date (whan applicable) information will s
i & defarmination of inefgitty for romination for slection i the Counly F5A Commitizs.

Arcording lothe Paparwork Reduction Act af 1985, ar agency may nol condue or Sponsar, and 2 parson & pof required o respond fo, & colleclion of informaton unisss
it displaps o valid OMB contra’ numbey; The valid OMB control namber for this infarmation coliechion k= 0560-0228, The fims requirsd i complefe fis information
coliaction is estimaled fo averape 10 minutes per response, inciuding the time for reviswing instructions, searching exizling dala scursed, patherng and mamiaiming e
dsia needed and completing and reviewing the coflection of informaltion. The provisions of sppvopriale criminal ang ohl fraud, peivacy, and ofher sisfites may be
Enodicable fo s information provided  RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE




